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Monthly Meetings

April Meeting: Schattenbaum’s Spring Social 

When: Saturday, April 7 at 6 pm. 
Where: Tarantella's in Medford, New Jersey. 

Please join us at our annual Spring Dinner Social on Saturday, April 7th. We’ll return to Tarantella's in Medford, New 

Jersey, to enjoy family-style dinner and beverages on the Club (no fooling!). See the promo in this issue for more 

information, and you can RSVP at schattenbaum.org. You can also check out Tarantella's website 

(tarantellaristorante.com) for directions, and for more details about the venue.

March Meeting: Porsche Tech Night 

When: Wednesday, March 21 April 18 at 7 pm. 
Where: Bung’s Tavern. 

In March April we will have a discussion and film on the infamous IMS 

bearings and our very own “Targa Dan” will discuss Targa tops. Dan will share his vast knowledge 

of restoration techniques, and the difference between Targa tops on various model year Porsches, as well as what to 

look for when buying a Targa. He also will display targa tops in various stages of restoration. 

We’ll have complementary hoagies and beer!
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Please note: thanks to the snow, the monthly meeting for March 21, 2018 is now rescheduled for Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
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May Meeting: Porsche appraisals 

When: Wednesday, May 16th at 7 pm. 
Where: Bung’s Tavern. 

On May 16th members can have their Porsches appraised by our own team of Porsche value experts. Having an 

appraisal is a great benefit to owners for insurance purposes, as well as resale value. Come out and join us for some 

good food and fine cars. It is a great opportunity to find out values of different Porsches as well. 

We will be serving complimentary food and beverages!

http://www.tarantellaristorante.com
http://www.schattenbaum.org
http://www.tarantellaristorante.com
http://www.tarantellaristorante.com
http://www.schattenbaum.org
http://www.tarantellaristorante.com


Schatten Rappen’ March 2018

Please be sure your email and 

mailing addresses are up to date! 

Just visit www.pca.org
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Schattenbaum relies on the data 

that you provide to PCA National to 

keep in contact.

Are You Up to 
Date?

New Members for January & February

Name Date Joined Town Porsche Year & Model

Gregory Lott 01/01/2018 Glendora, NJ 2001 911 Turbo

James Takasugi 01/02/2018  2004 Cayenne S

Michael F. Stiefel 01/06/2018 Princeton, NJ 2018 911 Carrera 4 GTS GT

Ronald Sulak 01/11/2018 Wilmington, NJ 2006 911 Carrera S Cabriolet

Rich Myers 01/14/2018 Sewell, NJ 2007 Boxster S

Clive Samuels 01/28/2018 Princeton, NJ 2018 911 Targa 4S

Jack Carney 02/05/2018 Mickleton, NJ 1983 911 SC

Aabid Abbasi 02/07/2018 Princeton, NJ 2018 Cayenne

Carl Blank 02/09/2018 Sewell, NJ 2015 911 Targa 4S

Jared Eager 02/17/2018 Sicklerville, NJ 1988 944

Member Milestones

Name Anniversary Town Porsche Year & Model

Coughlin, Daniel 30th (Jan. 1988) Mullica Hill, NJ 1973 914 1.7

Burkart, Susan 30th (Jan. 1988) Hackettstown, NJ

Halpern, Alan 25th (Feb. 1993) Philadelphia, PA 2010 Cayman S

Bobman, Shelley 25th (Feb. 1993) Philadelphia, PA 2010 Cayman S

Delson, Jeffrey 20th (Jan. 1998) Brigantine, NJ 1996 911 Carrera

Delson, Patty 20th (Jan. 1998) Brigantine, NJ 1996 911 Carrera

Nelson, Scott 20th (Jan. 1998) Branchburg, NJ 2007 Cayman

Nelson, Audris 20th (Jan. 1998) Branchburg, NJ 2007 Cayman

Altman, Howard 20th (Feb. 1998) Easton, PA 2002 911 Carerra

Perini, Gina 20th (Feb. 1998) Easton, PA 2002 911 Carerra

Bryant, Iain 10th (Jan. 2008) Absecon, NJ 1995 911 Carerra

Bryant, Janet 10th (Jan. 2008) Medford, NJ 2006 911 Carerra

Mercado, Juan 10th (Jan. 2008) Medford, NJ 2006 911 Carerra

Dutton, Bradley 10th (Feb. 2008) Cherry Hill, NJ 2008 Cayman

Dutton, Erann 10th (Feb. 2008) Cherry Hill, NJ 2008 Cayman

Aberant, Kevin 5th (Jan. 2013) Yardley, PA 2003 911 Turbo

Aberant, Laura 5th (Jan. 2013) Yardley, PA 2003 911 Turbo

Anderson, Michael 5th (Jan. 2013) Medford, NJ 2007 911 Carerra

Covert, Jeffrey 5th (Jan. 2013) Manasquon, NJ 1993 911 Carerra 2

Covert, Mary 5th (Jan. 2013) Brick, NJ

Krantz, Daniel 5th (Feb. 2013) Flemington, NJ 2004 911 GT3

http://www.pca.org
http://www.pca.org
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Schattenbaum’s 2018 Drivers Ed Events

Date: Track:

May 5-6 Summit Point Motorsports Park: Main Course

June 28-29 NJMP: Thunderbolt

July 26-27 NJMP: Thursday @ Lightning, Friday @ Thunderbolt

August 17-19 (Club Race weekend) NJMP: Thunderbolt (Advanced DE run group only)

October 11-12 NJMP: Thursday @ Thunderbolt, Friday @ Lightning

November 3-4 NJMP: Thunderbolt

Registration is open for all events. For more details, visit www.schattenbaum.org.
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http://schattenbaum.org/DriverEd.aspx
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From the President 
Jack Fowler
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Join us… 

Our Monthly Meetings are held at 

Bung’s Tavern, 2031 Rt. 130 S, 

Burlington, NJ. We usually gather 

for snacks and cocktails at 6:30 pm, 

and the meetings start at 7:00 pm.  

For driving directions, go to: 

bungstavern.net/ 

Contact VP and Program Chair 

Mike Bono if you have an idea for a 

Monthly Meeting or other 

event:vp@schattenbaum.org 

Photographers 
Wanted 
Seen any cool cars lately? If 
you have recent Porsche-
related pictures, from a recent 
Schattenbaum event or not, 
please consider submitting 
them with descriptions for our 
website and our Facebook page. 

Send full size photos as 
attachments to 
webmaster@schattenbaum.org

Happy Birthday Schattenbaum! 

Schattenbaum Region PCA turns 45 years old in 
2018. Thanks to all our past and present members 
for making Schattenbaum a great club. We currently 
have around 500 primary members. Although we 
have seen many changes in Porsche engineering 
over the years, PCA membership is still a great 
place to meet people with similar interests and to 
maintain many friendships – some lasting 45 years.  

I would like to say thank you to all the presidents 
and chair positions over the last 45 years for their 
dedicated and hard work to provide leadership for 
Schattenbaum. For 2018, please watch for our 
events and monthly meetings, and take some time to 
join us. As always, if you see something interesting 
that is Porsche related, snap a pic and send me a 
blurb of where you took it. We continue to look for 
fresh ideas and new energy for the club. I hope to 
see you at one of our events. This year marks our 
11th annual Club Race on August 17th-19th. If you 
want to see some great racing and meet some fellow 
Schattenbaum members, then come out and join us.

I’m looking forward to an exciting and 
memorable 45th Anniversary year! 
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http://bungstavern.net/hours-and-directions.html
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20event%20idea
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
http://bungstavern.net/hours-and-directions.html
mailto:vp@schattenbaum.org?subject=Schattenbaum%20event%20idea
http://www.schattenbaum.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=schattenbaum%20region%20porsche%20club%20of%20america
mailto:webmaster@schattenbaum.org?subject=I've%20got%20photos%20to%20share
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Having been a Porsche Club of America member 
since August 1995, I have owed many Porsches 
over the years including two 911's, one 911 Cab 4, 
one 911 S, two Boxsters, a Boxster S. I currently 
own a red 2008 Cayman and a 2011 Panamera 4S. 
My first Porsche was a red 1988 911 Targa which I 
purchase by accident from an independent dealer 
in Berlin, NJ. I was driving by the lot on the way to 
Ocean City and saw a Silver Boxster in the lot. I 
turned around and went inside to try and make a 
deal for the Silver Boxster, and saw something red 
in the back service bay. While sitting down with 
the owner of the dealership I inquired about the 
red Porsche car. He said it was on consignment, I 
fell in love with the color and excellent condition of 
the car, and took it for a test drive. It felt that I was 
driving on rails and I purchased the car. I've been a 
Schattenbaum member on and off since 1995. I 
have gone to many of the social events and 
activities, and worked at the Club race for many 
years as a volunteer – I’ve enjoyed it more each 
year. Its amazing how well run the club race and 
members work together to provide an excellent 
experience for everyone.  

Regarding Concours, I have enjoyed getting my car 
ready, washing, polishing, cleaning and cleaning 
some more in order to try to win a prize at the 
Schattenbaum Concours events. I’ve watched 
many You Tube videos on the best way to clean 
wheels, windows, seats, etc. It's so interesting how 
many different ways and chemicals are used to 
clean a window. I wanted to thank the prior 
Concours chairman Mike Sokoloff for the good job 
he performed for the club, and hope he continues 
to be a help with future Concours events. Contact 
me at concours@schattenbaum.org 

Schatten Rappen’ March 2018

Concours Corner 
Arnie Cohen
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mailto:concours@schattenbaum.org?subject=Welcome%20aboard%20Arnie
mailto:concours@schattenbaum.org?subject=Welcome%20aboard%20Arnie


Schattenbaum’s Annual 
Spring Dinner Social
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Please join us at our annual  
Spring Dinner Social  
on Saturday, April 7th  

at Tarantella's in Medford, NJ.  

We will start at 6:00 pm with  
hors d’oeuvres, followed by a family-style 

dinner and dessert.  

The Club will provide the beer and wine!

Reservations must be made by 

March 30th. Reservations via 

mail, phone or e-mail are not 
accepted.

Only $30  

per person!

If you have questions, call or e-mail Claudia Debusman: 
(609)-714-9049, or social@schattenbaum.org

Please use the link to PayPal 

on our website 

(schattenbaum.org) to make 
your reservation and payment.

Get your Porsche  out of hibernation  and join us!

http://schattenbaum.org
mailto:social@schattenbaum.org?subject=Questioion%20about%20the%20Spring%20Social
mailto:social@schattenbaum.org?subject=Questioion%20about%20the%20Spring%20Social
http://schattenbaum.org
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Spring Driving Tour to the  
Porsche Swap Meet in Hershey, PA
Due to popular demand, Schattenbaum is offering a 
2018 Spring Tour to the Porsche-only Swap Meet 
in Hershey, Pennsylvania. This is the largest show 
of its kind, with over 650 vendors and 1000 
Porsches expected.  

We will have reserved parking, and food is available 
at the event. Admission is $25 per car, to be paid 
when entering the Giant Center. Starting point is 
Bung's Tavern, rain or shine.  

The estimated driving time is 2.5 hours, including 
a coffee break. To avoid traffic, we will depart 
Bung’s at 7:45 am. Please arrive no later than 
7:30 am. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Andres: tour@schattenbaum.org

Please Note 

The PCA has established best practices for tours, 
here are some reminders for participants: 

• Please plan to meet the group 15 minutes 
before the departure time to sign insurance 
forms and get instructions about the tour 

• If you join us late on our way, you are not part 
of the tour until you sign the form; we will make 
an effort to find a parking opportunity for the 
caravan (depending on the traffic situation), 
latecomers can sign the form at the next stop 

• If you purposely leave the caravan, you are not 
part of the tour anymore 

• If you get lost, use the phone number we 
provide and we will try to reconnect with you  

• The tour ends when we reach our final destination 
(driving back is typically not in a caravan) 

• Obey all traffic laws.

 What: Spring Driving Tour 

 When: Saturday, April 21, 2018,  
departing 7:45 am SHARP! 

 Where: Meet at Bung’s Tavern,  
2031 Rt. 130 South, Florence, NJ

Spring Driving Tour to the  
Porsche Swap Meet in Hershey, PA

mailto:tour@schattenbaum.org?subject=Question%20about%20the%20Schattenbaum%20tour%20to%20Hershey
mailto:tour@schattenbaum.org?subject=Question%20about%20the%20Schattenbaum%20tour%20to%20Hershey
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Motorsports has one of the shortest off-seasons of any sport. For 
IMSA, the last race is in October and the first is in January. Official 
testing starts in December, often with a new car, driver lineup, team 
and sponsor. For PCA, the last race is in November, the first race is in 
February. Both organizations start with major events, the Daytona 24 
Hour for IMSA, and the 48 Hours of Sebring for PCA. 

For me the year got off to a painful start, injuring my back two days 
before I left for Daytona. Later diagnosed as a pinched nerve, it only 
hurt when I walked, stood or laid down. Ever see how large Daytona 
International is? The Grandstand is just over a MILE long. Walk a 
lot? The first year I went, I estimated I walked over six miles a day 
for three days. This year I had planned on cutting back on the gear I 
was carrying in preparation for going to Rennsport Reunion later this 

VIEW FROM THE RAILVIEW FROM THE RAIL

The New Year Begins

Text and photos by Bob Helm
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VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)
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year. So I carried one camera and one lens at a time, and not for 
long. Instead of shooting 4,000 images, it was only 800. I always try 
to shoot what I can and not what I want, and especially so this time. I 
made max usage of Daytona’s excellent transportation system to 
minimize walking. 

One of the benefits of PCA membership is access to the “PorschePlatz” 
at most IMSA races, special Porsche parking (limited to 200 cars) and a 
great hospitality tent with TV broadcasts, refreshments and guest 
speakers for Porsche Motorsports, Michelin and Mobile One, along with 
door prizes and Porsche posters. Big benefit: it cuts your walking a lot. 
For Daytona, it is in the middle of the infield, between the two 
horseshoe turns and a stop on the Infield shuttle. The Michelin 
presentation is always a highlight, as everyone buys tires and they are 
such an important part of racing.  

This year is an important year for Michelin Motorsports. Since the 
merger of Grand Am and American LeMans series, three of the four 
classes ran on spec Continentals and the fourth, GTLM, was a “tires 
free” class where you could run any tires you chose. This year all ten 
cars in the class run Michelin. Michelin Motorsports has a full time 
staff of thirteen, supplements with volunteers from other parts of the 
company, and has an engineer with each of the teams to make sure 
they get the most out of their tires. The tech for the Corvette Team is 
also the designer for Corvette street tires, and just like they have the 
N series bespoke series for Porsche, they have similar tires for 

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)
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Above: parking at the PorschePlatz.
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Corvette and BMW, each designed to maximize the performance and 
character of the respective cars. Even with shared sizes, the 
compounds and performance are slightly different. This is the last 
year of Continental being the series sponsor, with Michelin assuming 
that role for the 2019 season. How do you manage the difference in 
providing tires for ten cars, to providing tires for over one hundred? 
In the GTLM class it will remain tires free, so you can use any brand 
as well as any combination you choose. In theory a car can have four 
different tire compounds on the car. For the other three classes, they 
will be providing standard catalog tires in a limited number of 
choices, and will provide the same tech support, but with one team 
for each class. Of course the purpose of sponsoring is to show your 
product in the best light, and F1 fans will remember the negative 
press Pirelli got when it transitioned to sole tire supporter. To avoid 
that, Michelin is providing open test days at a number of tracks 
immediately following the IMSA 
races, so that teams will have 
recent real world data and 
settings dialed in. By working 
with Michelin staff, teams will 
learn the tires before they have 
to race on them. Tech support is 
very important. During this years 
race, one of the Ford GT’s had a 
serious tire failure, and before 
the race was over, they had 
determined the cause was a 
puncture, and where that 
puncture was, despite the tire 
being severely damaged. Over at 
Continental, one of the 
prototype cars had several 

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)
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Above: much anticipated Wright 

Motorsports entry of Patrick Long and 
Christina Nielsen had an unexpected crash 

on the formation lap and after lengthy 

repairs drove a strong race. 

Below: Mercedes had a large presence in 

the GTD class
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failures and was subsequently 
retired, because they didn’t have 
a cause identified, and the team 
owner did not want to endanger 
his drivers. All GTLM tires are 
identified by serial number and 
sent back to France after the race 
for analysis. 

For tire manufactures the first 
three races of the IMSA season 
presents some of the most 
difficult challenges. Daytona is 
unique with the high banking 
and loads that they put on a 
tire, along with the transitions 
to the flat infield section. 
Daniel Armbruster, new head 
of Porsche Motorsport North 
America, went over Balance of Performance (BOP) in a lot of 
detail, and it is an engineer’s delight, with tons of data on every 
aspect of performance. Armbruster seemed to be satisfied with 
the way it turned out. If you look at lap times, there was a 
consistency between all cars in class, and it rewards error free 
racing. Skeptics may wonder how they seem to end Noah’s Ark 
stye — two by two by brand. This year BOP had an unusual twist 
where in GT Daytona, an Audi R8 that was fully compliant with 
all rules was penalized a Stop and Hold for five minutes, because 
it took shorter refueling stops than “expected”. The refueling rigs 
are carefully inspected prior to race, and have a flow restrictor 
suppled by IMSA. Fuel capacity is part of the BOP, and the 
expected refueling time is 40 
seconds. All cars are equipped 
with a standard Fuel Cell 
whose capacity is larger than 
the fuel allowance, and has to 
be modified to match the 
capacity IMSA allows. This is 
done with either balls or 
blocks placed in the tank, with 
where and how they are placed 
free … up till now. In Mark 
Donahue’s tradition of “The 
Unfair Advantage”, the team 
tested various configurations 
for quickest fill time, and they 
succeeded. Expect a rule 
change before Sebring. 

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)
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Above: Part of the Schattenbaum Contingent. 

Below: everyone was asking, “Where’s 
Bono?”
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There is a saying in racing that “You cannot win a 
race at turn one”, and I guess they need to add “or 
on the formation lap” to that. Much was expected 
of the Wright Motorsports entry of Patrick Long 
and Christina Nielsen, joined for the 24 by Robert 
Renauer and Mathieu Jaminet, both Porsche Junior 
Drivers experienced in Europe. Unfortunately, in 
Europe they use tire warmers, in the US we do not. 
On cold tires they crashed prior to the starting line, 
resulting in a long pit stop and a disappointing 
finish of 19th in class. In the Continental Challenge 
race, the Cayman GT4 MR RS1 entry of Spencer 
Pumpelly and Dillion Machavern took the top step 
on the podium.  

A good weekend of racing, not the results Porsche wanted, but I don’t 
think many left disappointed. My original plans were to stay for the 
Club Race at Sebring, but that would have meant a lot more walking, 
so I decided to return home, get treatment, and hopefully be A-OK 
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Long time Schattenbaum members John and Lynn O’Hare, recently 

relocated to Las Vegas, were mentioned by Daniel Armbruster, President 
Porsche Motorsports North America, as “Super fans” for their 19 years 

of supporting Porsche and IMSA attending several races every year. 

Below: sudden heavy rain greeted #912 as it pitted for a change of four new DRY tires seconds after #911 exited the pits to a dry track. Florida weather!

VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)VIEW FROM THE RAIL (continued)
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Petch Sez 
Dan Petchel 

Smoky and the Bandit: My first 911 

I must confess that the title is 
misleading. This article has 
nothing to do with Smoky and 
the Bandit — that was just used 
to capture your attention. But it 
does happen to have everything 
to do with my first 911 and my 
nickname.  

As always in those days cars 
were bought out of the 
newspaper. I found a 911 Targa 
advertised in a Philadelphia 
newspaper. The car was located 
in Northeast Philly, only a 30 
minute drive, so off I went. 
Thirty minutes later I was 
looking at the car. It was a 
medium Blue with brown leather 
Targa with a 911S emblem on the back. There were three models at 
the time: T for “touring”, E for “einspritzung” (“injection”, as in “fuel 
injection”), and S for “sport”. 

I knew enough at this point that the 911S was top of the line. This car 
was a 2.4 liter with mechanical injection and 190 hp, this was when 
the 911S stood for something other than an S badge on the rear lid to 
sell cars. The S had all the suspension goodies with big sway bars and 
big brakes. The 911S was a fast car, which at the time we called 
“Rocket Sleds”. 

Looking over the car I found no body damage or rust, a good sign. 
Wheels were unmarred Fuchs, Targa top looked good. It started and 
ran well, and the owner took me for a test ride, perfect. But wait a 
moment; he was shifting without using the clutch. I leaned forward a 
bit to get a better look, there was no clutch pedal. Hold your horses 
— this is an automatic! Porsche called these cars Sportomatic, back 
then we called all automatics slush puppies. 

What to do about this? Now I know why the price was right. Only one 
thing to do with this car, walk — no, no, buy! I gave him a cash 
deposit and a check for the balance, the car was mine.  
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Soon after buying the 911S I put a proper 5 speed transmission in 
the car. This was an easy install, a pedal cluster, a shift console and 
a transmission. I repainted the car Dolomite Grey, a 928 color, and 
I had a stunning car. But it was too nice and every chance Anne 
could get she would barrow the car and I was stuck with a station 
wagon. We went to the shore in this car, back to my home town 400 
miles away and it served as the grocery car. I used the car for track 
days though I did get some push back for that usage. Life was sweet 
when you drove this car with many family adventures in the 911S 
and one not so good. Also, this car gave me one of my nicknames. 
Here is the story.  

Anne had driven to the shore 
with boys one Friday. Late that 
afternoon, I was off to the finals 
of a Township Tennis doubles 
tournament, having hardly time 
to say hello as we passed. As we 
were just finishing the first set 
of the match, and beating the 
best team, I heard the fire siren 
blasting away, but thought 
nothing of it. After some time 
had passed, I noticed a Police 
car creeping up to the fence 
where we were playing. Anne 
was in the back seat. This is not 
good. I was told the 911S caught 
fire just blocks away, the siren 
was for my car. Anne was visibly 
upset and crying, the car is 
destroyed, burnt to the ground, 
she says. I paused a moment 
and asked but one question. 
Were the tires still on the car? 
She said yes the tires still held 
air. Here’s what happened next: 
we lost the match, I towed the 
car home that evening, called the insurance company and within 
two months had it back on the road. 

When asked by Jim Krause of Autotechniks how bad the fire was, I 
explained that it had a melted the air cleaner, hoses, belts, fuse panel 
and wires, melted the tail light and bumper trim, warped the rear 
deck lid and the fire got into the rear interior. When asked how much 
damage was done to the interior, I stated “it just got a little smoky”. 
And thus a nick name some still call me today was born, “Smoky”. 

I don’t make this stuff up!

Petch Sez (continued)
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This is the second and last article in the series 
explaining some important points about getting 
started at Driver Education (DE) days at Porsche 
Club events. I’ve been writing this series in an 
effort to get more Schattenbaum members to 
attend our DE days. You really aren’t getting the 
benefit of your Porsche if you don’t take it to the 
track. This article focuses on flags and passing 
rules. It is very important that you have a good 
understanding of these two aspects of your Track 
Day in advance of the event. 

But before we get started, there is a critical step to 
getting on the track: you must register for the 
event if you want to participate! It is a good idea 
to register significantly in advance of the track date 
because events do sell out. The procedure is very 
simple: visit the DE page on our website: 
schattenbaum.org/driver-ed/driver-education/ and 
you will be taken to a web page listing all of 
Schattenbaum’s track events for the year. Each of 
them has a “Register now” button.  

Flags: how you know what’s going 

on around you 

Each track day begins with a Drivers’ Meeting at 
which much is explained to the participants. One 
of the topics is a review of the flags. When you are 
out on track the only way for the track officials and 
corner workers to communicate with you is by use 
of colored flags. It is vital that you understand the 
meanings of these flags. The Meeting is conducted 

PACK AT 
THE TRACK 

Fred Pack

I’ll see you at the track in 

2018. You can always contact 
me at fhp911@gmail.com.

First Track Day: Part II

at a fast pace, so my hope is that by explaining the 
flags here in advance of your Track Day, you will 
fully understand them. (Note: the meanings of the 
flags may be different at some tracks. Pay attention 
at the Meeting!) 

While you are on track you must pay attention to 
the flag stations — the flags are the only way the 
outside world can communicate with you, and it 
may have something important to tell you! 

Green
The track is clear; you can move at speed. At some 
events the absence of any flag being displayed 
means the same thing. This will be explained at the 
Meeting. 

Yellow
No passing is permitted. Be cautious. If the yellow 
is displayed stationary (motionless) there is a car 
or other impediment off the track. If it is being 
waved, the impediment is on track. Slow down and 
be careful. You can resume passing when you have 
passed a flag station which is not displaying the 
yellow flag. 

Blue
This is the passing flag: A faster car is approaching 
you; you should let it pass at your next convenient 
moment. (This flag may or may not have yellow 
stripes on it.) 
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PACK AT THE TRACK (CONTINUED)

Yellow & Red
This is the Debris Flag signifying that there is an 
object (or liquid, such as oil) on the track. You 
should slow down and avoid whatever it is on the 
track surface. The Debris flag may be withdrawn 
after a lap or two even if the debris remains on the 
track – presumably you know about it by then. 

Black
Slow down and pull into the pits at the end of this 
lap. If it is displayed at one flag station only and is 
pointed at your car (and no other), either you or 
your car has a problem. The flag may have an 
orange circle inside the black area. When you get 
to the pits an official will explain the reason you 
have been called off the track. If all the flag stations 
are displaying the black flag, all cars are required 
to pull into the pits at the end of this lap. This 
“Black Flag All” is usually displayed when a car has 
gone off-track and the officials need a quiet track 
in order to send out a tow truck to being it in. 

White
There is a slower-moving vehicle such as an 
ambulance on the track, be aware and slow down 
when it is in view. 

Red
Stop safely on track. There is need for an 
emergency vehicle on the track. Come to a safe, 
controlled stop and get off-line in view of a flag 
station as soon as you see this flag. Do not do a 
panic stop, you might get hit by a car behind you! 

Checker
The track session is finished. Slow down, finish this 
lap (with minimal brake application to let them 
cool down) and pull into the pits. 

Passing rules: they make DE 

events safe 

The main reason DE events are so safe is that there 
are strict passing rules which prevent car-to-car 
contact. The Prime Directive is that a slower car 
must let an approaching car pass it, you must not 
hold up faster traffic. Here are the rules: 

1. No passing is permitted unless the car being 
passed gives a passing signal. (No passing is ever 
permitted in corners, except for instructors in 
instructor-only run groups and only if this 
“extended passing” has been put into effect at 
the Drivers’ Meeting.) 

2. All drivers are obligated to look in their rear-
view mirrors often, and to give a passing signal 
to cars that have caught up with them. If a 
corner is approaching soon, it is ok to delay 
giving the passing signal until just after the 
corner. As a courtesy, the car being passed 
should make it easy for the passing car by lifting 
off the throttle momentarily and not crowding it 
as the next corner approaches. This “Courtesy 
Rule” is very important! 
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PACK AT THE TRACK (CONTINUED)

3. The driver of the car being passed gives the 
passing signal by extending his left arm fully out 
the window and points with the second finger to 
the left, meaning “pass me on the left,” or 
bending the left arm and pointing over the roof 
to the right, meaning “pass me on the 
right.” (Do not rest the arm on the roof; rather 
it should be a few inches above the roof so that 
the passing driver sees it clearly.) 

4. The car being passed stays on the racing line. 
Accordingly, the passing car goes off-line. It is 
important that the car being passed does not 
move to the right or the left — it might collide 
with the passing car. 

5. The driver of the passing car is not obligated to 
accept a pass invitation if he does not feel 
comfortable making the pass at that moment.  
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At any given event there may be minor deviations 
from the above, which will be explained at the 
Drivers Meeting. Pay Attention! It could your car 
(or you) that gets damaged by failure to heed the 
rules.  

Remember there is additional information on the 
Club’s Drivers Ed page and you can always drop 
me a line if you have any questions.
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Parting 
Shots 
Photos and text by  
Byron Veale

Did you know the last 928’s Porsche 
made had a 5.4 liter engine? 

Did you know the 944 was introduced to 
the U.S. market in 1983? 

Did you know that Ernst Fuhrmann, AKA 
“the father of the Porsche four-cam 
motor”, was willing to go along with the 
911’s planned demise in the seventies?  

And that it took an American, Peter 
Schutz, to step in and say “wait just a 
second there, let’s not be too hasty!” 

All these items and more were unearthed 
at our February “Trivia Night” monthly 
meeting. Resulting tallies ranged from 
almost perfect, to something a little more 
embarrassing. But rest assured, a good 
time was had by all… 

Perhaps we’ll see you at the next 
meeting?


